Klickitat County
Board of Commissioners
Minutes — Meeting of Tuesday, June 22, 2021

Topic Agenda Item - Comment/Disposition

Call to Order/Roll Call
Morning Workshop Chairman David M. Sauter called the meeting to order at 9:30 AM. Commissioners
Session — Tuesday, present: David M. Sauter (attended via zoom), Jacob L. Anderson, and Dan Christopher
June 22, 2021 in the Chambers.

Board Pending:
Issues as determined Chairman David Sauter thanked his seatmates for the discussion before he is on leave,
by the Board of noting since the Board members are not able to discuss topics outside of a meeting this
Commissioners is an important topic he would like to open the discussion regarding Sheriff Bob

Songer’s Public Notice that was released June 16, 2021.

Chairman Sauter stated the press releases were not acceptable in his eyes, due to the
threats that were listed or implied in the release in regards to the Public Health
Department employees as well other Departments listed.

Commissioner Anderson and Christopher stated they are in support of a joint letter
from the board to Sheriff Songer addressing the ambigious wording in his letter.
Commissioner Anderson stated that we have three branches of government for a reason
and the legislators make the laws, the executive branch carries out the law, and the
judicial branch interprets the law.

Prosecuting Attorney David Quesnel stated he appreciates the statements made by the
Board and has taken extra precocious due to this press release. Prosecutor Quesnel
expressed concern and stated the press release does not sit well with him personally or
professionally.

Prosecutor Quesnel inquired if the Board has considered changing the oversight of the
jail due to the safety concerns as well as the oversight of the Sheriff’s Department.

Commissioner Christopher read a letter he had drafted in response to the Sheriff’s Press
Release, followed by a discussion by the Board to use his letter as a basis for a joint
letter.

Public Health Director Erinn Quinn thanked the Commissioners for their response and
addressing the issues written in the Sheriff’s Press Release.

Prosecutor Quesnel read a statement in response to the Press Release from Sheriff
Songer, noting he will continue to follow the rule of law.

Public Health Board Member Sue Pennington thanked the Board for their support and
will continue to support the Public Health Department.

The Board held further discussion regarding how to proceed from here.

Chairman Sauter left the meeting at 10:03 AM.
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Workshop Session Agenda
Public Works/Road 10:00 AM — Public Works Department Update
Department Update

Attendance: Public Works Director Gordon Kelsey, Public Works Deputy Director Jeff
Hunter in the Chambers, various county employees, and residents via telephone.

Public Works Director Gordon Kelsey reported on the Consent Agenda items this
afternoon, noting the rejection of all bids is within the right of the contracting agency
to reject all the bids. Director Kelsey stated they will be re-advertising and the bid
opening will be on July 20, 2021.

Director Kelsey reported the contractor is striping on the west side today and will stripe
Alderdale Road, followed by a discussion of the water-born versus low VOC paint for
striping.

Director Kelsey stated the east end crew is grading and patching the roads, starting with
the Bickleton Highway; the west crew is grading, mowing, and patching.

A report was provided on the Klickitat County Services Building and inquired if the
Commissioners would like to view the building next week, noting there is a lot of
progress.

Director Kelsey advised the Fairgrounds received their new announcement equipment
and it will be installed before the fair, followed by an update on the Pioneer Center
repainting job.

Director Kelsey reported on the Courthouse entry project noting they are not taking out
more entrances than one at a time and the contractor is ready to pour the east entrance,
the American Disabilities Act ramp is ready to receive the heat wires and a portion of
the south sidewalk is being replaced; the east entrance will be poured next week, noting
the handrail is being built offsite.

Director Kelsey stated he met with the Trout Lake Park Community regarding the Park
improvements and possible grants the community is looking into for the revision of the
water lines and installing frost-free lines, noting they are buried very shallowly and
will freeze easily. Director Kelsey stated the community is interested in new
playground equipment, noting some of the grants are a 50% match.

A brief discussion was held as to how much it will cost to dig through the basalt to
install the water lines and how much the Trout Lake Park grosses yearly.

Director Kelsey reported there was a request to lower the speed on Lake Road and a
request for a revision from the Department of Natural Resources to not allow people to
drive to the end of the road, noting there is not a lake at the end of the road and it is
causing a lot of misrepresentation.
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Human Resource and
Administrative
Services Department
update

10:30 AM - Department Update/Report

Attendance: Human Resources/Administrative Services Director Robb Van Cleave,
Administrative Services Fiscal Manager Jenn Bartley, Department of Emergency
Director Jeff King, Chief Deputy Auditor Heather Jobe, Treasurer Greg Gallagher in
the Chambers, various county employees and residents via telephone.

Human Resources/Administrative Services Director Robb Van Cleave reported the
Clerical Administrative position in the Human Resource Department has been filled by
Sandy Christopher.

Director Van Cleave requested and received verbal approval to advertise a Department
of Emergency Management, Casual Communications Officer, noting the current casual
Communications Officer excepted full-time employment, as well as a requested verbal
approval to proceed with the internal advertising process of a Clerical Administration
II in the Elections Department within the Auditor’s Office.

Director Van Cleave stated the Student Intern Program is moving forward and an
application review will be next week.

Director Van Cleave stated he met with the Employee Salary Survey team and they
anticipate the survey being completed in October so the Board can review and make a
decision before the 2022, budget year.

Director Van Cleave reported an Information Technology employee has come forward
and stated interested in being in charge of the County website versus hiring a
webmaster. The Board was in support.

Director Van Cleave stated there are numerous security risks to the County through the
various items that are required to be connected to the internet. Director Van Cleave
stated he will provide further follow-up regarding the different services available to
provide network security for the County.

Fiscal Manager Jenn Bartley reported on the COVID-19 funds received, followed by a
request for direction regarding advice to provide to the Offices and Departments
regarding a status quo budget for 2022.

Director Van Cleave reported on the Offices and Department's historical budgets,
noting all the budget predictions have been fair so far.

A brief discussion was held regarding the County’s Financial System and if there are
any items to add to the upcoming joint meeting with Skamania County Commissioners.

Treasurer Greg Gallagher reported the timber money will get allocated the same way
the taxes get allocated, the State will take their 25%, followed by the Junior Taxing
Districts and the schools.

A discussion followed regarding the letter from the Board addressing Sheriff Bob
Songer’s press release last week.
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Clerk of the Board Lee Snell reported she met with the Treasurer yesterday regarding
holding a public surplus auction this fall, followed by a brief discussion about how the
auction will be held and the items to be auctioned off.

Lunch Recess

The Board recessed for lunch at 11:22 AM.

Call to Order/Roll Call:

Regular Meeting for
Tuesday, June 22,
2021

Vice-Chairman Anderson reconvened the meeting at 1:00 PM. Opening with the
Pledge of Allegiance. Commissioners present: Jacob L. Anderson and Dan
Christopher. David M. Sauter was away.

Agenda:

Business Agenda

Approved (M/Christopher, S/Anderson. Passed unanimously): the Business
Agenda with one (1) Add-on under New Business at 1:45 PM.

Approval of Commissioner Meeting Minutes

Approval of Meeting
Minutes

Approved (M/Christopher, S/Anderson. Passed unanimously): the Klickitat
County Board of Commissioners Meeting Minutes for June 1, 2021, as presented.

Approved (M/Christopher, S/Anderson. Passed unanimously): the Klickitat
County Board of Commissioners Meeting Minutes for June 08, 2021, and June 15,
2021, as presented.

Citizen Comment:

Comments will be
limited to seven (7)
minutes per
individual

Janet Eshley from White Salmon stated her concerns about Sheriff Bob Songer’s
statement in the Gorge News regarding his religious beliefs and understanding of the
Constitution, noting she feels threatened by his statements.

The Board stated later in the meeting under Board Pending there will be a letter
addressing the concerns the Board has.

Goldendale resident Greg Wagner from C.E.A.S.E inquired how the Board knows
about solar projects on Knight Road since no application has been received, Mr.
Wagner stated the Solar Moratorium should not have been allowed due to the
Commissioner’s not knowing about the possibility of a solar farm in the Knight Road
area.

Gabrielle Gilbert stated the proclamation written by Sheriff Songer written on June 17"
needs to have separation of God and State, stating she is not paying tax dollars to
support the statements made by Sheriff Songer.

Sheri Bousquet stated she would like to continue the conversation regarding the
Conditional Use Permit Process and would like to know how to allow the permits to
work for the County citizens and would like to educate herself on the process. Ms.
Bousquest stated she has been reading and inquired about the resolution regarding the
Knight Road Project and the process that the project will follow. Ms. Bousquet recited
County Code, 19.60.090 Conditional Use Permit notice of time and place of hearing,
followed by inquiring about what is the application phase when a developer comes to
the Planning Department, what is considered an application?
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Vice-Chairman Anderson stated a completed application has to be accepted before an
application phase can begin. Commissioner Christopher reviewed how a submittal of
an application is turned in.

Commissioner Christopher reviewed the submittal of the application process, noting
there can be no hearing until an application is submitted. The Planning Department will
review the application before it goes to the Board of Adjustment.

Vern Harpole from Lyle retired Public Health Officer commended the Public Health
Department and would like to minimize the controversy regarding Sheriff Bob
Songer’s Public Notice change the focus and encourage the Commissioners to celebrate
the way County the COVID-19 vaccinations were given, noting the HIN1 vaccinations
were not given as much as the COVID-19 Vaccine and were not nearly as successful
as the vaccinations in the County for the COVID-19 Vaccine.

Lynn Mason stated she thanked the Public Health Department for the way the
vaccinations were done in Klickitat County and it far surpassed her expectations and
wanted to thank the Public Health Department and their staff efforts to make the
process as positive as possible. Ms. Mason stated she does not agree with Mr. Harpole
as he is stating we should keep things positive.

Ms. Mason stated Sheriff Bob Songer is involved with people that are considered
domestic terrorists and does not support the Sheriff’s proclamation. Ms. Mason stated
there needs to be a separation of God and State.

A discussion followed regarding the Zoom format and the ease of constituents reaching
out to the Commissioners.

Vern Harpole thanked Lynn Mason, noting he is usually a very angry and upset person
but is being positive, and thanked her for her comments.

Department Update/Report:

Solid Waste Director
Department Update

Attendance: Solid Waste Director Ruby Irving (via zoom), Treasurer Greg Gallagher
in the Chambers, various county employees, and residents via telephone.

Director Irving stated they have conducted a trash contamination audit in the County,
followed by a litter crew update, stating there was a large dumpsite cleanup on Turkey
Ranch Road.

Director Irving provided an update on the recycling program, noting she is excepting
two interns to work in the Solid Waste Department.

Director Irving reported on the upcoming summer programs are doing a trash
audit/scavenger hunt as well as a recycling art sculpture contest and Republic Service
will be providing the prize director Irving stated she would like to utilize the interns to
build a float for the parade during the County Fair about waste reduction and plastic
pollution.
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Director Irving stated Republic Services roll-off bins are in high demand, followed by
a report on the May 2021, tonnage, noting the tonnage is right in the middle of the July
2019, and July 2020, numbers.

Director Irving stated she has been continuing to fill a Public Records and has spent a
significant amount of time and would like to add a budget line item to track the cost of
the requests.

An update was given on the funding received from the State and there will be funds for
the Solid Waste Programs that will require a match from the County.

Commissioner Christopher thanked Director Irving for her efforts in educating the
community on the recycling programs available.

New Business:

Approved (M/Christopher, S/Anderson. Passed unanimously): Juniper Point Lease
Agreement (C13121) between NSC Smelter, LLC and Klickitat County (Emergency
Management Department) for the purpose of leasing a portion of Parcel No. 03-17-
1800-000/00 which shall consist of a 5,400 sq. ft. tract upon which the County shall
manage radio and microwave transmission site, and which shall include: an electronic
shelter, a 120 sq. ft. steel radio tower and any necessary equipment for $5,000 per year,
effective June 1, 2021, until June 30, 2023.

Prosecuting Attorney David Quesnel reported on some of the contract details that have
been resolved.

Miscellaneous Reports/Comments:

Columbia River
Gorge Commission
Executive Director
and Klickitat County
appointee
Commissioner
quarterly update

Attendance: Columbia River Gorge Commission Executive Director Krystyna
Wolniakowski via zoom resident Larry Singer in the Chambers, various county
employees, and residents via telephone.

Columbia River Gorge Commission Executive Director Krystyna Wolniakowski
reported on the Klickitat County Ordinance that is incorporating the revisions from the
Gorge 2020, Management Plan into the County Ordinances.

Executive Director Wolniakowski stated the in August an update will be given about
the study of different tax lots in Klickitat County and the ones that have permits on
them and if the permits are being met. A discussion followed about non-compliance
and compliance in the Gorge Scenic Area, noting the National Scenic Act requires such
an audit.

The Board requested information on the status of applications in the Scenic Area,
Director Wolniakowski stated the U.S. Forest services are currently two to three
months behind.
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Payment Approvals:
Voucher Certification Approved Warrants (M/Christopher, S/Anderson. Passed unanimously):
and Approval
Accounts Payable: (#306529 — 306635) $505,800.28. For the date ending June 21,
2021.
There were no payroll warrants requiring approval.
Pay Estimate Approved (M/Christopher, S/Anderson. Passed unanimously): Pay Estimate No. 1

to Stripe Rite, Inc. in the amount of $102,488.00; excluding $5,124.40 in retainage,
$97,363.60 is due to the contractor for the 2021, Annual Striping Program.

Larry Singer, unincorporated Klickitat County outside White Salmon expressed his
appreciation to the Commissioners and has a vineyard on the road and would like to
express how hard it is to make money by growing only grapes and not having a venue,
would like the County to consider allowing it to continue to change the Title 12
Standards.

The Board stated they will look at where Wnuk is on the seven (7) year transportation
road update.

Washington Counties
Risk Pool’s Overview
of programs and
services

Washington Counties Risk Pool Executive Director Derek Bryan in the Chambers,
various county employees, and residents via telephone.

Washington Counties Risk Pool Executive Director Derek Bryan reported on the
reason and number of Counties that do risk pooling in Washington.

Executive Director Bryan reviewed the Washington Counties Risk Pool (WCRP)
membership, why to be a member of the WCRP, the risk manager, member services,
claims handling, coverage overview, liability coverage structure, the WCRP finances,
the 2021-21 assessment breakdown, followed by an overview of the rate and
assessment summary.

Prosecuting Attorney inquired about the deductible cost, Executive Director Bryan
advised of a typo and apologized for the error.

The Board recessed for 5 minutes at 2:38 PM.

Consider approval of
an Ordinance in
support of the
Board’s action on
May 25, 2021,
relating to land use
and zoning

Commissioner Christopher stated that he would not sign the Ordinance to remove the
Moratorium as it's currently worded, because he does not agree with the wording as
typed in the findings of facts that no new ordinances are needed. He believes they are
needed.

The Board agreed to table the discussion until it is a full board; Commissioner
Christopher would like to work with staff to come up with an alternativelt worded
Ordinance.
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Consent Agenda:

Approved (M/Christopher, S/Anderson. Passed unanimously): the Consent
Agenda with ten (10) items.

1) Resolution No. 07121 in the matter of appointment to the Columbia River
Gorge Commission; appointing Sondra Clark of Lyle to reappointment for a four-year
term, effective July 1, 2021, and expiring June 30, 2025.

2) Scheduling a public meetings to be held Tuesday, June 29, 2021, at 1:30 PM,
to consider approval of Short Plat SPL 2021-09, Parcel No. 06-11-3200-0004/00,
within the Trout Lake vicinity. Applicants: Carl and Inese Allaway; And consider
approval of Boundry Line Adjustment BLA 2021-02: Applicant: Jan Wilson; And
consider approval of Short Plat SPL 2021-14, Parcel No. 05-16-2756-0001/00, 05-16-
2756-0002/00, 05-16-2756-0003/00 within the Goldendale vicinity. Applicants: Paul
and Deborah Fasnacht.

3) Resolution No. 07221 in the matter of approving the Washington State
Recreation and Conservation Office Applicant Resolution Form; the County is the
Lead Entity for salmon recovery in Klickitat County per RCW 77.85 and to receive
grant funding to reimburse its expenditures associated with fulfilling the Lead Entity
responsibilities the State and Conservation Office requires the County to identify and
authorize a representative to sign and enter into grant an agreement.

4) Grant Agreement (C13221) #21-1200P, Lead Entity Operating Grant between
the Washington State Recreation and Conservation Office through the Klickitat
County (Natural Resource/Economic Development Department) as the sponsor and
primary sponsor for and through the Salmon Recovery Funding Board for the purpose
of receiving grant funding in the amount of $122,000.

5) Request for concurrence to reject all bids for the June 8, 2021 bid opening for
the Roosevelt Grade Road Overlay, CRP, as per section 1-031 of the Standard
Specifications, the right is reserved y the Contracting Agency to reject any or all bids
and republish the call for bids.

6) Notice to Contractors scheduling a bid opening on Tuesday, July 20, 2021, at
1:30 PM for the Roosevelt Grade Road Overlay, CRP 362

) Independent Contractors Agreement (C13321) between Klickitat County
(Economic Development Department) and the Klickitat County Fair Board for the
purpose of providing Lodging Tax funding to be used for tourism promotion of the
Klickitat County Fair and Rodeo, effective January 1, 2021, and ending December 31,
2021.

8) Personnel Authorization (internal only) to fill a vacate Auditor-Elections
Deputy/Clerical Administrative Assistant II position at Grade 35, Steps 1-5 depending
on qualifications within the Auditor’s Office.

9) Personnel Authorization to hire outside the pay schedule at Grade 37, Step 4
for the Office Manager I position in the WSU Extension Office.

10) Interagency Agreement (C13421) between Klickitat County (Human Resource
Department) and the Washington State Department of Enterprise Services,
Employee Assistance Program to provide counseling services, telephone
support services, organizational services, critical response services, and
work/life resources for employees and their adult household family members at
a cost of $1.48 per employee for a total annual cost of $4,617.20, effective July
1, 2021, to June 30, 2023.
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Board Pending:

Issues as determined
by the Board of
Commissioners

Commissioner Christopher reported on the Washington Counties Rural Insurance Pool
meeting, noting there will be a large increase in the insurance premiums for 2022,
Child Care Meetings as well on the Blue Bird Solar Farm meeting he attended in
Bickleton.

Vice-Chairman Anderson reported on the Airport Manager position and the push to
turn that contract into a County position, a follow-up was provided on the water rights
at the Airports.

Vice-Chairman Anderson stated that it is becoming apparent how much money is being
spent on Public Records Requests and as we go into the budget season it is unrealistic
to expect the Departments to remain at the same budget. The number of hours being
spent by directors is astronomical and quite expensive.

A discussion was held regarding the software available to scan documents to ease the
time spent searching for documents.

Vice-Chairman Anderson read a letter from the Board addressed to Sheriff Bob Songer
regarding the press release on June 17, 2021.

Correspondance noted for the record: Letter to Sheriff Bob Songer in response to his
press release on June 17, 2021.

Adjournment

Approved (M/Christopher, S/Anderson. Passed unanimously): There being no
further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 3:11 PM. Until 1:00
PM on June 24, 2021. The Board will be participating in a joint meeting with the
Skamania County Commissioners in Stevenson at Hegewald Center Auditorium, 710
SW Rock Creek Drive. No workshops are scheduled.

Call to Order/Roll Call

Joint Meeting
between Skamania &
Klickitat County
Commissioners,
Thursday, June 24,
2021

Skamania County Chairman Tom Lannen opened the Skamania County
Commissioners meeting and Vice-Chairman Jacob Anderson convened the Klickitat
County Commissioners meeting at 1:00 PM at Hegewald Center Auditorium in
Stevenson WA. Skamania County Commissioners Richard Mahar and Bob Hamlin,
and Klickitat County Commissioners Jacob Anderson and Dan Christopher were
present. David Sauter was absent due to a previously scheduled event. Also in
attendance were Klickitat County Economic Development/Natural Resources Director
Dave McClure, EDC Executive Director Kevin Waters, and Staci Patton, West End
resident.

Present on Zoom: Klickitat County Chief Deputy Auditor Heather Jobe, Senior
Services Director Sharon Carter and Chief of Operations Norma Pickett, Treasurer
Greg Gallagher, and Fiscal Manager Jenn Bartley; Skamania County Senior Services
Program Manager Sophie Miller and several county residents.

The Skamania and Klickitat County Commissioners met to discuss various matters that
affect both counties. The first topic of discussion was the Department of Natural
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Resources (DNR) management of trust lands and timber revenues. Commissioner
Tom Lannen who serves as the chairman of the Timber Counties Caucus provided an
overview of the Caucus’ priorities and activities, which focuses on ways to create and
sustain revenues for timber counties. Discussion followed regarding legislative and
proposed DNR management changes for county trust lands.

Discussion followed regarding computer systems, software programs, websites, and
security measures used by both counties. The commissioners discussed how important
the correct financial software systems are and how they can help increase efficiencies
and productivity.

The Commissioners discussed increases in tourism/visitors and issues that can arise,
such as crowded parking areas at trailheads, traffic accidents and congestion on SR 14,
and needed road maintenance.

The discussion moved to wildfire prevention. Chairman Lannen asked the Klickitat
Commissioners if the county would be interested in joining them in a fire prevention
signage project. The Underwood Conservation District is also involved in the project
and will be having fire prevention signs printed. The signs are small and can be placed
on road signs to remind the public to be mindful of fire dangers. The Klickitat
Commissioners agreed to participate.

The conversation turned to Gorge 2020 and Columbia River Gorge National Scenic
Area issues, which included how the Gorge 2020 plan will affect short-term rentals
and affordable housing. The commissioners discussed the sale of SDS properties and
how it can and will affect both counties. The commissioners also shared their thoughts
on counties purchasing large parcels of land and the Northwestern Lake property and
potential buyers.

Discussion continued concerning wildfire and wildland/urban interface and how some
areas are changing their building code to require fire protection to be built into building
materials and landscaping designs.

Discussion regarding how the counties plan to use Federal COVID Relief funding
followed. Commissioner Anderson noted that Klickitat elected officials and
department heads chose new finance software as the top priority. The commissioners
also placed the purchase of body cams for patrol and corrections officers as a top
priority. Gorge Act funding was also discussed. Skamania EDC Executive Director
Kevin Waters shared his thoughts on the Scenic Act and encouraged the Klickitat
Commissioners to sign on to the act.

The Skamania Commissioners shared their thoughts on the housing authority’s assisted
living facility, noting that there is a shortfall of $3 million in funding. Commissioner
Anderson noted that Klickitat County has already contributed greatly by purchasing
the property where the facility is being built in White Salmon.
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The Commissioners discussed the lack of affordable workforce housing, economic
development, and growth of various communities in both counties. Discussion
followed concerning the Columbia Gorge Regional Airport. Commissioner Anderson
provided a brief update on the airport, noting their focus is on expanding the business
park.

The Commissioners discussed public records requests. Skamania County Clerk of the
Board Debbie Slack provided an overview of their software tracking system and how
the County’s Deputy Prosecutor manages public records requests. Commissioners
Anderson and Christopher provided an update on the new County Services Building.

The condition and maintenance of SR 14 were discussed. Commissioner Anderson
noted that there have been many accidents due to people trying to turn off the highway
to reach trailheads. Commissioner Christopher indicated that tourism is the biggest
impact on SR 14 in Klickitat County. The Skamania Commissioners indicated that
they are seeing more settling of the highway.

Commissioner Anderson raised the issue of the cost to counties for providing search
and rescue services. The commissioners shared potential options to fund search &
rescue services, such as adding fees to hunting and fishing licenses, recreational
permits, taxing the manufactures of recreational vehicles/equipment, or propose
legislation to fund local search & rescue options.

Chairman Lannen opened the meeting for citizen comments. Klickitat County
Economic Development Director McClure commented on a new Small Business
Development Center, which is a partnership with Washington State University and
Skamania County Economic Development Council. The Commissioners all expressed
their support to work together on matters that affect both counties.

Vice-Chairman Anderson adjourned the Klickitat County meeting at 2:58 PM.

Reference Document on File

Please Note: The Board of Commissioners’ minutes are action minutes. A digital
recording is on file as part of the official record and available on file BOCC-Meeting
6-22-21.

7.13.2021

Approved: David I\/(L%uter
Chairman of the Board

Date




